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ItiMiGRA’jTON of DESTITUTE IRISH into LkerpooL” ''ic}- '''' 

S. M. PHILUPPS. 

Ordered, bt/ The House of Coaimous, to he Printed, 16 March 1847. 



To the Right Honourahle Sir George Grey, Dart., Her Majesty’s Principal Memorial of the 
Secretary of State for tlie Home Departmetit. Seiect Vestry of 

The Memorial of the Select Vestry of Parish of Liverpool, Li verpool. 

Sliotveth, 

That the immigration of Irish paupers into tlie parish of Liverpool lias in- 
creased to an alarniing extent daring the last six weeks, and your memorialists 
have reason to believe tliat it is in a great measure to be attributed to facilities 
being given by parishes, or landed propiietors, in Ireland, for their deportation to 
Liverpool, instead of supplying tlieir wants at their respective homes. 

That the number of Irish casual poor relieved by the parish of Liverpool, for the 
week ending iglh Deceuibet 1845, was 888 persons, whereas the number of Irish 
poor relieved in the corresponding week, ending 20th December instant, was 1 3,47 1 . 

That your memorialists submit that the peculiar position of Liverpool, as the 
port of readiest access for the transmission of Irish poor, entitles the parish to 
the especial consideration of Government, with the view to the immediate esta- 
blishment of some effectual plan by which the influx of Irish paupers into the 
parish may he prevented for the future, and compensation may be made for the 
extraordinary expenses to which the parishioners have this year been subjected. 

Your memorialists therefore respectfully pray, 

Tliat instructions may be given at the various ports in Ireland, to prevent 
the removal of Irish poor to the parish of Liverpool, unless such persons on 
arrival shall have probable or reasonable means of support, or shall be under 
bona Jide engagement for work. 

And that you will be pleased to intercede with the Lords of the Treasury 
for the leimburseuient of the parish of Liverpool, out of tlie consolidated fund, 
for the amount of extraordinary expenses viliich they have ibis year incurred] 
as above detailed. ’ 

And your memorialibts will ever pray. 

Signed in and on the behalf of the Select Vestry of the parish of Liverpool. 

Aug. Campbell, Rector of Liverpool, 

Chairman of the Select Vestry, 



, Wliitehall, 2.8 December 1846. 

I AM directed by Sir George Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
tlie 24th instant, forwarding a’niemorial from the select vestry of the parish of 
Liverpool, on the subject of the immigration of Irish paupers. Sir George Grey 
regrets to learn that, from the cause stated in the memorial, so large an increase 
lias taken place in the numbtr of casual poor relieved by the parish of Liverpool, 
but he is not aware of any means by which Her Majesty’s Government could 
prevent the departure from Ireland of such of the Irish as may be desirous of 
leaving tlieir own coinury, and who are able to obtain a passage to England. 
Neither are there any funds at the dUposal of Her Majesty’s Government, appli- 
cable to the repayment to the parish of Liverpool, of the amount of extraordinary 
expenses to which, from the causes stated, they have this year become liable. 

I am, &c. 

To Mr. C. Hart, (signed) S. M. PUliipps. 

vierk to the Select Vestry, Liverpool. 

193- A 



S.M. Phillipps, l',5q. 
to Mr. C. Hart. 
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Rev. A. Campbell 
to Sir Geo. Grey, 
Bart. 



Right Monourable Sir, Liverpool, 27 January 1847. 

I AM desired by the select vestry of the parish of Liverpool, again most 
earnestly to solicit the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to the difficulty 
in which they are placed by the continually increasing influx of Irish paupers, 
and the present imperfect state of the law with respect to the relief of Irish casual 
poor. 

The number who have arrived from Ireland since the 13th of January has 
amounted to 10,982; but the impression now universally prevalent amongst the 
Irish that they can claim relief from the parish funds merely by the plea of desti- 
tution, however unfounded in fact that plea may be, has so increased the number of 
applicants, chiefly Irish, from various quarters, that on Saturday the 23d of Janu- 
ary, the number amounted to 4,483 men, 4,706 women, and 14,677 children; 
the total number on that day being 23,866, and the aggregate of the whole week 
being 130,795. 

The select vestry, though satisfied, from several cases of detected imposture, that 
a great proportion of these applicants might not be legally entitled in strictness to 
parochial relief, did not dare to undertake the moral responsibility, or expose 
themselves to the legal consequences of directing their relieving officers to di.scou- 
linue it, and from the enormous and sudden increase of the numbers, adequate in- 
vestigation was uiteily impracticable ; and therefore relief was given in bread, 
and soup tickets, entitling tlie bearei s to a quart of farinaceous food, boiled with 
pimento and treacle, at an expense in the week of 378 1 . 1 5. 10^ d., the expense 
last year being only n /. I8^., showing an excess of 366Z. 3^. \od. over that of 
the week in the corresponding period of last year. 

The position of the select vestry is therefore very painful to them. They know 
that it is their duty, as guardians of the poor, and it must be their desire as Chris- 
tian men, to relieve real destitution, and prevent the probability of starvation ; 
but while they owe this duty to the casual Irish poor, they feel that tliey owe a 
higher duty to their ow'n settled poor, and that they are under very serious moral 
and legal obligations to tlieir own ratepayers, as trustees of the parochial funds. 
Avery rigideconomy has been exercised in the distributionof relief ; the numberof 
relieving officers has been increased, and means are being adopted for a further 
increase. Enquiries have been made and advertisements issued for the rentiriji of 
premises, in which the cases of applicants may be investigated, and in-door labour 
provided as a test of destitution ; but all this must entail heavy expense, and the 
select vestry feel convinced that in the present state of the law these expedients 
will be very inadequate to diminish the evil, and they see no probable limit to the 
num^r of Irish applicants, if some Legislative measure is not passed to prevent 
it. The consequences must be most injurious to one of the most orderly and best 
regulated communities in the kingdom. 

Many of the ratepayers may be pauperized by the increase of rates-. Fevers 
of a typhoid character have already appeared, and the pestilence of typhus may 
soon commence its ravages, from the overcrowded stale of the lodging-houses, 
41 persons having been toimd in one, and the minimum number being 25 on the 
average. The working classes are becoming exasperated at the supposed pre- 
ference of Irish to English poor. The ratepayers are becoming clamorous, under 
cl sense of the injustice by which they think they are made to pay such an undue 
proportion of what they consider at least to be a national burden ; and tliis. 
injustice IS felt more strongly, because the parish of Liverpool, which is co- 
extensive with the old borough of Liverpool, and contained by the last census nat 
quite 224,000 souls, is only a part of the town and new municipal borough of 
Liverpool, which contained by the last census nearly 3.00,000 ; so that they alone 
are burdened, while the rest of the borough and the adioining townships and 
parishes are free. a & k 

The select vestry have, therefore, directed me humbly to pray, in tlieir name, 
lor a remedy. It will not be necessary to slate that the property of Ireland 
ought generally to be made to support tiie paupers of Ireland, as the property of 
England is made to support the paupers of England, because that seems taken for 
granted. Eut it by an extraordinary visitation of Providence this is at present 
really impossible ; if one of the most fertile islands in the world, with a landed 
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they think that it is a nationai caiarnity whicii ougiit to be borne by tiie whoie 
nation rateably, and not in an undue proportion by one particuiar parish. 

They pray also tiiat some restrictions may be placed upon the undue facility of 
importing paupeics into Liverpool irom Ireland by the steam-boats, and that 
greater iacilities may be given for the passing of casual poor to Ireland, the 
piesent law being found practically inoperative in the present emergency. 

I am directed to express the extreme regret which the select vestry feel at even 
appearing to add to the difficulties of llie Cabinet at such a crisis as this ; but they 
feel that their peculiar difficulties may plead their excuse, and rely upon the kind- 
ness of a paternal government, not only to pardon tlieir importunity, but to 
procure for them any legislative relief which it may be in the power of tlie 
Legislature to bestow. 

I have, See. 

The Right Hon. (signed) Augustus Campbell, 

Sir George Grey, Bart. Rector of Liveipoo!, 

&c. &c. &c. Chairman of the Select Vestry. 



. 30 January 1847. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 27th instant, in which, on behalf of the select vestry of the parish 
of Liverpool, you solicit the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to the increas- 
ing influx of Irish paupers into that town, and to ttie serious inconveniences result- 
ing from it. 

I am to inform you in reply that Her Majesty’s Government are not insensible 
to the evils of which tlie select vestry complain, and which are experienced from 
the same cause, though perhaps not to tlie same extent, by .some other places 
easily accessible from Ireland, but Sir George Grey is unable to hold out the ex- 
pectation that any direct remedy can be applied of the nature suggested by the 
select vestry. Her Majesty’s Government however trust that if the measures 
which they liave proposed to Parliament with reference to Ireland shall be 
adopted, and some efficient means of relief shall be thus provided in that country 
for tlie destitute, the inducement will be lessened to such a large and sudden 
migration from Ireland to England and Scotland, with a view to temporary 
sustenance. ^ 

A return has been called for by the House of Lords, applicable to Liverpool. 
Bristol, Glasgow, and the ports on the Clyde, which Sir George Grey trusts will 
give some valuable information on this subject; but in the meantime I am to 
fatale tlmt Sir George Grey would be glad if the select vestry could furnish him, 
as it respects IJverpool, with information as to the means by which the class of 
l>ersons referred to arrive there, and the rate of charge paid for their passages ; 
and also as to the numbers of those w’ho make Liverpool only a place of transit, 
and proceed to other places, as distinguished from those who remain there. Of 
the latter class again Sir George Grey would wish to be informed whether the 
object of any considerable number of them appears to be to emigrate from the 
port of Liverpool. Sir George Grey lias directed a communication to be addressed 
to the Mayor of Liverpool, with reference to statements contained in your letter 
as to the danger to be apprehended from the spread of fever. 

I am, &c. 

Rev. A. Campbell. (signed) fVm. M>. Somerville. 



. Whitehall, 30 January 1847. 

1 AM directed to inform you that Sir Gi Grey has received a representation as g m phiiiinps 
to the appearance of fevers of a typhoid character at Liverpool, arising from the Esq. io the May. 
crov/ded slate of the lodging houses, which is occasioned by the increasing influx of Liverpool, 
ot Irish poor into Liverpool. Sir G. Grey requests that you will make inquiry as 
to the existence of fever in the town and neighbourhood of Liverpool, and should 
u unfortunately be found to prevail, as to the means which have been adopted to 
arrest its progress, and to afford relief to those who may be attacked by it ; Sir 
G. Grey will be glad to receive a full report of the result of your inquiry 

I am, &c. 

The Mayor of Liverpool. (signed) S. M. Pkillipps. 

193- A 2 
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\V.G.Luni!ey,Ks(j. 
to S. M. Phillipps, 
E^q. 




1341 B./47* 

Poor-law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 22 Jamiaiy 1 847. 

I AM directed by the Poor-law Comiuissioners lo transmit to you i;erewith, 
for the information of Secretary Sir George t»rey, the accompanving copy ot 
a report received by (hem from Mr. Anslin, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
together with a copy of their answer, with reference to the proceedings which 
the fliurchwardens and overseers of the parish of Liverpool have proposed to 
take Ibr removing back lo Ireland the destitute Irish immigrants in that [)arish, 
and also with reference to a difficulty winch iins arisen in taking those pro- 
ceedings. 

I have, &c. 

To S. M. Phillipps, E.sq. (signed) W. G. Lumltiji 

&c. &c. &c. Whitehall. Assistant Sec»-etary. 



1341 B./47. 

(Parish of Liverpool.) 

Gentlemen, Liverpool, 19 January 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that 1 attended a meeting of the church- 
wardens' and overseers of the parish of Liverpool this morning, convened for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the propriety of removing the destitute Irish 
immigrants back to Ireland, and the arrangements necessary for effecting it, if 
it were thought desirable. 

The churchwardens ami overseers, after carefully discussing lire subject, were 
unanimous in the opinion, that the removal of the destitute Irish immtgrant.s 
back to their own country was a pioper and necessary proceeding to be adopted, 
if possible. They came to this conclusion upon a consideration of the number of 
destitute Irish daily arriving in Liverpool, the increasing demands upon the 
poor’s rate for their support, and the present impossibility of the ratepayers 
obtaining assistance from (he Government, or availing themselves of any other 
means ot getting rid of a burthen which threatens to become of most serious 
magnitude. 

The churchwardens and overseers wer’e also much influenced in coming to the 
conclusion I liave mentioned, by the ermsideration of the probable effects of any 
very large augmeiitalion of destitute Irish in Liverpool. The impossibiliiy of the 
number whose arrival, if unchecked, may be anticipated, being properly attended 
to by the parochial officers, or even provided with actual necessaries, more espe- 
cially lodging, in many cases made the churchwardens and overseers apprehensive 
of the most alarming result^, nut only to the destitute themselves, but also to the 
inhabitants of Liverpool generally. 

But upon subsequently considering the details of the arrangements necessary 
for removing the deslilute Irish, difficulties suggested themselves to the church- 
wardens and overseers which appeared to fender the plan impracticable. The 
8& 9 Viet. c. 117, under which the renjovals must take place, requires the 
yoluiiiaiy or compulsory attendance of the person to be removed before two 
justices, who may, if they see fit, issue a warrant to remove such persons. In 
the case of the Irish poor arriving from Ireland and becoming ehargeable to 
Liverpool, a voluntary appearance before the justices is not to be assumed. On 
the contrary, every Irish pauper of that description to whom returning or being 
removed back to Ireland has been mentioned by the relieving officers” (and they 
have mentioned it in a very large number of cases), has objected to it. The 
only appearance before the justices, therefore, that can be expected, will be upon 
a summons, issued in the manner directed by the Act. The Act, however, only 
directs the party to be summoned, and it contains no provisions for enforcing his 
appearance if he neglects the summons. Owing to the multitude of Irish in 
Liverpool, and the impossibility of identifying individuals amougsl them, thev-e 
are no means of proving the .service of a summons; and if proved, the attendance 
of the party summoned cannot be enforced. The removing officer for Liverpool, 
Mr. Evans,' an intelligent officer, and with considerable experience in cases of Irish 
removals, was examined by the churchwardens and overseers atgreat length upon this 
subject ; and his opinion was, most distinctly, that under existing circumstances, 
the attempt to remove the Irish by the proces.s prescribed by the Act, would be 
deteated, by the parties summoned neglecting; to obey the summons. 

Tlje 
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Tlje other ttifficuRies in th.e way of leinoving the Irish poor concerned the 
arrangemcnis required for detaining in custody a large number of persons under 
warrants of removal, until they could sail; and other details which it is impos- 
si!)le for me, at this late hour (tive o’clock) to enter upon. 

The churchwardens and overseers, conceiving that, although the removal of 
the destitute Iri&h immigrants is highly desirable, the difficulties of carrying it 
into effect ap[)car at present to be insuperable, adjourned their meeting until next 
Friday, when they will again take the matter into consideration. 

I annex a table showing the number of destitute Irish relieved in Liverpool, 
from the 4th January to tlie 18th January instant, both inclusive. 

1 have, &c. 

The Poor-law Commissioners. (signed) Alfred Austin. 



Irish Pauper Immigrants relieved in Liverpool. 



D A Y. 


MEN.- 


WOMEN. 


CBTLDRBN.' 


TOTAL. 


4 


January 


4S9 


568 


2,132 


3,189 


5 


»> - - 


521 


671 


2.045 


3.237 


b 


M - 


663 


985 


2.863 


4j5ii 


7 




761 


1,024 


2,907 


4,692 


8 


>> - - 


,762 


1*063 


3,601 


5,426 


9 




'-509 


1,565 


5,288 


8,362 . 


1 1 


JJ " 


1.757 


1,772 


6.197 


9,762 . 


12 


- - 


U74^ 


1,842 


6,491 


10,074 


13 


» ~ - - 


1,714 


1,841 


6,540 


10,095 


*4 


JJ " - 


1.95S 


1.950 


7,605 


11,513 


15 


j, - - - 


2,059 


2,102 


9-147 


13,308 


lb 




1,679 


1,783 


8,041 


11, .503 


18 


JJ “ 


2,758 


2,933 


12.363 


18,053 



1341B./47. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Someiset House, 
Sir, 21 January 1847. 

I AM directed by the Poor-law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt -of 
your letter of the 19th instant, in which you inform them tliat the churchwardens 
and overseers of the parish of Liverpool have come to the conclusion that pro- 
ceedings should be taken for the removal of the destitute Irish immigrants to 
their own country, but that a difficulty in taking such proceedings has arisen, in 
consequence of the 8 & 9 Viet. c. 117, under which the removals must be made, 
containing no.provision for enforcing the attendance of the person to be removed 
before the justices, if he neglects the summons issued for bis appearance. 

I am to state, in reference to this point, that the Commissioners are of opinion 
that if the party to be removed do not appear after being summoned, the justices 
-may proceed to bear the case in his absence ; but. that the justices cannot other- 
wise compel his appearance, if be does not attend voluntarily in obedience to the 
summons. 

I have, &c. 

To Alfred Austin, Esq- (signed) W. G. Lumley, 

Assistant Poor-law Commissioner. Assistant Secietjuy- 



No. -2329 B./47- 

Foor-law Commission Office, Somerset Bouse, 
Sir, 1 February 1 847. > 

1 AM directed b3»^ the Poor-law Commissionei’s to tt'ansmit to you, for theinfor- 
■maiiou of Secretary Sir George Grey, the inclosed copy of a report which they 
-have received from their Assistant Cmnmis&ioner, Mr. Austinj.on the subject of 

A 3 ihe 



Chadwick, E'Sq. 
•to S. M. -PJiillipps, 
Eaq. 
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tile destitute Irish vagrants who have landed at Liverpool, and tlie proceedings he 
lias recomoicnded to be taken by the select vestry of that parish with refcrujice to 
liieir relief. 

I have, &c. 

To S. M. Phillipps, Esq. &c. &c. &c. (signed) E. Chadwick, 

Whitehall. Secretary. 



No. 2329B. 47. 



(Parish of Liverpool.) 



Gentlemen, Liverpool, 28 January 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that on Friday last the 21st January instant, 
the churchwardens and overseers of Liverpool met together, pursuant to their 
adjouriiraent from the previous Tuesday, to take Into further consideration the 
subject of removing from Liverpool the destitute Irish vagrants back to their own 
country. I attended this meeting, as I had done the first. 

I received last Thursday your Assistant Secretary’s (Mr. Lumley’s) letter of the 
igth January instant, in which it is stated to the effect that you are of opinion that 
the justices may proceed to hear an application for the removal of Irish paupers, 
chargeable to a parish or township in England, in bis absence, if he neglect to 
obey the summons to attend the justices to be examined, agreeably to the 8 & 9 
Viet. c. 117. I bad previously considered the point, and had also ascertained 
from Mr. Rushton, the stipendiary magistrate of Liverpool, that he regarded the 
presence of the pauper as practically necessary, to enable the justices to make an 
order for his removal j but upon the receipt of your Assistant Secretary’s letter, I 
again took the matter into consideration, but with especial reference to the ques- 
tion of removing Irish vagrants from Liverpool under existing circumstances. It 
appeared lo me upon the best attention I could give to the subject, that although, as 
an abstract principle, the opinion you expressed might not admit of dispute, still 
the conditions of removal of Irish paupers, made requisite by the 8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 117, render it practically indispensable, in nearly every case, to examine the 
pauper himself; and that the principle therefore was hardly capable of applica- 
tion. I nevertheless submitted the point to the churchwardens and overseers, 
making them acquainted at tlie same time with my views upon it. After some 
discussion of the practicability of removing the Irish vagrants, the meeting sepa- 
rated with the conviction that it was not an available means for them to recom- 
mend to the vestry for their adoption in the present emergency. 

I subsequently took into consideration a suggestion which was made to me, to 
the effect that an Irish pauper, upon an application being made to justices for his 
removal, may he treated as a witness, and thus rendered liable^to be brought 
before them upon a warrant to be examined. The 7 & 8 Viet. c. 101, s. 70, 
empowers justices to summon witnesses to attend before them, at their petty or 
special sessions in proceedings under that Act, or any of the Acts to be construed 
with it, and to compel the appearance of such witnesses by warrant. This Act 
is incorporated with the S & 9 Viet. c. 117, and it appears, therefore, that the 
justices, for the purpose of removing an Irish pauper, may summon him before 
them as a witness, and enforce his attendance by warrant, to be examined upon 
the points necessary for' his removal. In addition to this, it may be observed, 
that the form of the examination of an Irish pauper indicates that he may be, or 
is to be examined, as a witness. This suggestion, valuable as it is in cases of 
removals of Irish paupers, under ordinary circumstances, appeared to me to afford 
no practical facility for the removal of the destitute Irish from Liverpool. 

In a report which ,I had the honour to send to you on the 6th January instant, 
I informed you, that on the previous day I suggested to the relieving officers to 
keep an account of ilje numbers of the Irish immigrants who should on that day 
and subsequent days apply for relief. The relieving officers have regularly kept 
such an account, and I append to this report an abstract of it, brought down to 
this evening. 

On the 13th January the police began to take an account of the Irish who 
landed at the port of Liverpool. This account has been kept daily, and I believe 
with great accuracy, to the present time ; and I append an abstract of it to this 
report. 

After these two accounts had been kept for some days, a comparison of the 
numbers of men, women, and children contained in e&ch suggested to my mind 

. that 
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tliat imposition was practised to a considerable extent upon the vestry by the 
applicants for relief. On Saturday last I carefully investigated the matter, and 
I found tliat during the previous ten days there had arrived in the port of Liver- 
pool 7,403 persons from Ireland, of whom 1,867, did not apply for relief. 
There were also probably, although it cannot be substantiated by evidence, many 
women and children, amongst this large number of persons, who did not applv for 
relief. During the same ten days the applicants for relief, men, women,'' and 
children, increased from 10,07410 24,330; showing an increase of 14,256 per- 
sons, whilst the arrivals at the port of persons vvho applied for relief did not 
exceed, and were probably under 5,536. The excess of new applicants over new 
comers was therefore 8,720; and upon an analysis of this number, it appeared 
that it consisted of 1,056 women and 7,664 cbildren, I believe that, beyond all 
doubt, this excess was either composed of real persons not requiring relief taking 
advantage of the emergency, or that it was merely imaginary persons passed off 
on the relieving officers by some of the applicants for relief, as really existing 
women and children. 

In my communications with Mr. Cripps, the medical officer of a district of Liver- 
pool comprising many of the streets in which tlie Irish immigrants lake up tlieir 
aljode, I received from that gentleman information respecting their sanatory con* 
dition, which appeared to me to be most important, and to demand the attention 
of the vestry. The debility of the Irish on their arrival, from previous want of 
nourishment; the crowded state of tlie houses in the parts of Liverpool in which 
they find shelter; the filth of their lodgings, and of the courts, alleys, anti lanes 
in which the lodging-houses are situated; the coniaminaied state of the atmos- 
phere from tlie three last circumstances; and the unsuitable food which llie Irish 
get in Liverpool, are all in Mr. Cripps’ opinion predisposing causes of sickness. 
He also thinks that cases of comparatively slight fever are by the same causes 
turned into the worst cases of typhus. Mr. Cripps further informed me that he 
daily expected tlie outbreak of some epidemic ; the ]>robability of which was 
heightened by the want of due attention being received by those persons already 
sufiering- from sickness. Mr. Cripps was also of opinion that without a hospital 
or fever wards, better attention to these persons uas impossible. 

T'he extremely wretched appearance of most of the Irish immigrants strongly 
excites the compassionate feelings of the inhabitants of Liverpool ; and an indis- 
criminate almsgiving has been the consequence. Every street swarms with Irish 
beggars; and their gains is at once an inducement to them to continue the pro- 
fitable pursuit of mentlicancy, and an invitation to fresh numbers to come over 
from Ireland to Liverpool to participate in the profit. The proceeds of begging 
and the relief administered by the vestry, is a sti'ong motive for these vagrants to 
continue their present mode of life in Liverpool, instead of resorting to industrious 
occupations. Almsgiving will of course gradually become diminished, as the 
inhabitants get tired or incapable of continuing it ; and the burthen upon the poor’s 
rates in the same degree become heavier and heavier to support this class. 

'I'he select vestry meets fortnightly, on Tuesdays ; at the meeting on Tuesday 
the I2llj January, a letter from you was received by the vestry to the effect that, 
from the statements you had I’cceived from me, you were induced to recommend 
to the vestry to take into their consideration the present mode of relieving the 
pauper Irish immigrants, in order to ascertain wbetlier it is adapted to meet the 
various kinds of destitution which must necessarily occur amongst a large number 
of persons without the means of support. The vestry, however, after, a short consi- 
deration of the subject of making further provision for the relief of the Irish vagrants, 
were generally of opinion that the authority which they had previously conferred 
on the Finance Committee to appoint additional assistant relieving officers, if 
required, was sufficient to meet the emergency. Under this authority, two ad- 
ditional relieving officers were appointed after the meeting of 12th January. 

From the 12th January the number of applicants continued to increase more 
rapidly than before; and I thought it expedient to devote my entire time for some 
days to the subject of the Iri.sh vagrants in Liverpool. 1 accordingly visited the 
parish on the i8th, 19th, 20th, 22d, 23d, 25th, 26th, and 27th instant, and endea- 
voured to collect information upon (he various points connected v\ith the subject, 
by consLiIting the relieving officers, the medical officer of the principal district, the 
churchwardens and overseers, and many of the guardians and magistrates of the 
town. I also visiied the streets the most thronged with Irish, and inspected the 
interior of many of the houses in wliich tliey lodge. 

A 4 The 
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'ITe result of my inquiries was the conviction that if the vestry continued to 
administer relief in the way it had hitherto pursued, and whicli I briefly described 
to you ill my report to you of the 6th Juuiiary instant, and if they remained pas- 
sive in all other respects, the result would in a short time be most disastrous to 
the interests of the parishioners. I tfierefore considered it my duty to sug-g-est to 
the vestry the immediate adoption of measures having a tendency to arrest or 
rttard the progress of tlie more obvious evils afflicting the parish from the immi- 
gration of Irish paupers. 

At l!ic meeting of the vestry on Tuesday last, I suggested, in the first place, 
tiiat a sufficient number of relieving officers should be appointed to inveatigate the 
cases of real or protended destitution before relief should be given, in order to 
put a stop to tile enormous imposition already being practised ujmn the parish, 
and which, miiess it were energetically checked, would inciease with friiditful 
rapidity. Another object I had iu view in making this recommendation was, that 
no case of destitution requiring relief should possibly remain neglected, which 
without an adequate number of relieving officers might very easily happen 
amongst the crowds of unknown Irish arriving in Liverpool. 

My next suggestion was that the vestry should provide a hospital or wards into 
which fever cases might be immediately removed. I was induced to make this 
recommendation by the representations I received from Mr. Cripps, and my own 
observations of the condition of the sick, and the little attention they can receive 
in the lodging-houses, crowded nith Irish, which I personally inspected. Mr. 
Cnpps (a copy of whose spontaneous statement, taken down in writino- by me at 
the time lie made it to me, is annexed to this report) sliowed the necessfty of some 
provision being made for the sick, and for proper attention being paid to them, 
ami also to jirevent the occurrence of an epidemic, which might be attended with 
the most deplorable effects in the densely populated districts of the town inhabited 
by the Irish. 



My thii d suggestion to the vestry was, that the destitute Irish actually receiving 
relief should receive such relief in-doors, iu large buildings and premises hired fo”r 
the purpose, in which they could be subjected to discipline, and that thev should 
also be set to woik, in cases uiiere they were fit to perform it. The tktimony 
of persons acquainted with the class of Irish vagrants in Liverpool, abundantiv 
proves tliat so long as they are supported by parochial relief, or bv bero-ino-, there 
is no probability of their attempting to earn their livelihood by Indu'strio’us pur- 
suits. Experience has long shown the necessity of relief being accompanied 
either by restraint or labour, in order to prevent the persons receivimr it from 
iorcgon^all exertions to assist themselves by their labour. If the vestiw were to 
give sufficient relief, ahicli they legally must do, to every Irisli man, wtiman, and 
child m a destitute condition, without requiring from those able to work, labour 
in return, or witliout impo.sing upon them regulations which render employment 
toi wages preferable to receiving parochial relief, I see no reason, taking into account 
ti e state of Ireland, for not anticipating the presence in Liverpool. « ithin a com* 
paratively short period, of a pauper Irish population, which may permanenlly 
anect the prosperity of the town. ^ 

1 anally suggesterf to tlie vestry to represent to the inhabitants of the town the 
propnety of abstaining from indiscriminate charity or almsgiving diirimr the 
piesent crisis. Tins recommendation was not to interfere, of course, ivitli the 
distribution of chanty to its legitimate objects, who probably are now in need of it 
noie than at former periods, owing to the unprecedented demands upon private 
beiicvoience by tlie Irish vagrams. ^ pnvaie 

It cannot be supposed tiiiit Irisli paupers will seek employment so long as thev 
can live upon the aims so liberally bestowed by the InhabLnts of Liverpool The 
atasgivrag, wbicli I coiismer it dedrabie to check, has in all probabiHty had the 
effect of loilucmg thousands of Irish now in the town to neglect opportunities of 

shtbg life gats 

appointed a committee 

to carry oiy suggestions, as far as possible, into effect. The proceedings of this 
committee will be the subject of a future report. Hioeeeuin„s ol tins 



The Poor-law Curnmissioners. 



1 have, &c. 

^signed) Alfred Austin. 
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Irish Pauper Immigrants relieved in Liverpool 



DATE. 


MEN'. 


WOMEN. 


cniLDRriN. 


TOTAL. 


4 January 


- 


4S9 


568 


2,132 


3.189 


5 




- 


521 


671 


2,045 


3.237 


6 


• 


- 


663 


985 


2,863 


4.51 1 


7. 


j, - - 


• 


761 


1,024 


2,907 


4.692 


8 


>> - 


- 


762 


1,063 


3,601 


5.426 


9 




' 


L5O9 


'i5«5 


5,288 


8,362 


1 




- 


L7.57 


1,772 


M97 


9,762 


1 2 


>> “ 


- 


L74I 


1,842 


6.49 1 


10,074 


«3 


>1 • 


- 


L714 


1,841 


6,540 


10,095 




j, - “ 


- 




1,950 


7,605 


11,513 


15 


5« " ■* 


- 


2,059 


2,102 


9,147 


i3.3«<‘^ 


16 




- 


1,670 


>.783 


8,041 


11,503 


1 8 


,, 


- 


2,758 


2,932 


12,363 


1 8,053 


»9 




- 


3,282 


3,348 


12, ,152 


19,182 


20 


„ • - 




3,820 


3,52,5 


11,795 


iy.140 


2! 




- 


4.272 


4,103 


14,265 


22,640 


22 


J! - - 


- 


4.372 


4,653 


15.305 


24,33<» 


23 




- 


4,215 


4,367 


13,992 


' 22, .5 74 


25 


» 


- 


3,767 


3,960 


14.332 


22,065 


26 




- 


4.482 


4,705 


16,342 


25,529 


27 




- 


3.728 


3,842 


15,743 


23,3 ' .3 


28 




■ 


3.792 


3.856 


1(1,648 


24,297 



Return of tlie Number of Passengers arrived in Liverpoul from Ireland, from tlie 
13th to the 28th of January 1B47. 



DATE. 


MEN. 


WOMEN. 


CHILDREN. 


TOTAL. 


13 January 


582 


194 


120 


8()G 


14,,” 


420 


122 


46 


588 


15 „ - 


265 


1 15 


62 


442 


,16 „ - 


312 


145 


105 


562 


17 „ - 


1,215 


402 


350 


1,9(17 


18 - 


206 


119 


82 


407 


19 - 


546 


. 239 


180 


965 


20 „ - - - 


98 


16 


117 


231 


21 ,, 


646 


328 


172 


1,146 


22 „ - 


208 


75 


26 


309 


23 „ - 


409 


209, 


166 


784 


24 „ - 


1,026 


442 


4IU 


1,878 


25 „ - 


435 


127 


97 


659 


26 „ - 


180 


97 


47 


324 


27 » . - ' > 


238 


. 146 


62 


■ 446 


28 „ - 


477 


343 


304 


1,124 



Sir, Whitehall, 3 February 1847. 

With reference to my letter of the 30th ult., I am directed to inform you thiit he 
has received from the Poor-law Commissioners the copy of a report made to them 
by Mr. Austin, their Assistant Commissioner, on the subject of the destitute I^i^^h 
wIjo are receiving relief at Liveipool, from which it appears that an account has 
been recently hept of the number of Irish who have daily applied for relief at 
Liverpool, and that an account has also been kept of the number of Irish who have 
193- . B . . . . . , daUy 



Sir VV. M. Somer* 
vilio to ilie Rev. 

A. Campbell* 
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daily landed at the port of Liverpool. It appears, from a comparison of their | 
acco’unts, that during the 1 0 days from the 20tli to tlie 30th ult. the increase in the : 
daily number of applicants for relief has greatly exceeded the number of arrivals i 
from Ireland, from which it is to be inferred that the great and rapidly increasing ! 
numbers of persons relieved as Irish paupers at Liverpool is not to be wholly 
attributed to the recent immigration of this class of persons fronj Ireland. J am 
to request that. Sir G. (Jrey may be informed of the precautions which may be 
taken by the vestry with a view to prevent imposition in the cases of application 
for relief, and to ascertain the truth of the statements made by the applicants. 

1 am, &c. 

Rev. A. Campbell. (signed) /-F'm. M, Somerville. 



Sir, Liverpool, 2 February 1847. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Phillipps’s letter of 
30th ult., calling upon me to institute an inquiry with regard to any cases of fever 
of a typhoid nature which may have occurred in this town in consequence of the 
extraordinary influx of Irish poor to which it is subjected, and I liave to acquaint 
you that I have brought the subject under the consideration of the Health 
Committee of the council who, aided by their medical officer, Dr. Duncan, will, 
as soon as may be practicable, report to me upon it for your information. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Geo H. Lawrence^ Mayor. 

Right Hon. Sir Geo. Grey, Bart. 



Sir, Liverpool, 4 February 1847. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d, in which 
you state, from returns by Mr. Austin to die Poor law Commissioners, that it mny 
be inferred that the great increase of persons relieved as Irish paupers is not to 
be uhoJIy attributed to the recent immigration of this class of persons from Ire- 
land, and m reply I beg to slate that the select vestry are aware of this, and that 
I therefore stated the applicants to be “ chiefly Irish’* and from “ various 
quarters.’* 

The select vestry are taking every care to prevent imposition by the division 
of the parish into relief districts, and a very large increase of the number of 
relieving officers ; and Sir George Grey shall be duly informed of the parti- 
culars. 

With respect to the returas inquired for in your letter of the 30th ult. I have 
to state that at present none can be given with any pretence of accuracy. We 
believe that the passage money from Dublin varies according to the aire of the 
passengers, from piiiepence the minimum, to fifteen pence as the maximum. When 
we pass them the charge to the parish is 2^. a head; children in arms not 
charged. 

We are unable at present to state with any accuracy the numbers that merely 
make Liverpool a place of transit, but our new arrangeinents may possibly enable 
us to arrive at a probable estimate. The average number we have to relieve now 
may be stated at 24,000, in round numbers, varying from 22,000 to 25,000. The 
numbers «ho arrived in the last eight days of January from Ireland amounted to 
^. 499 ' 41563 men, 2,284 women, and 1,652 children. The number of men is 
increased; 1,216 came over last Sunday. From the 13th to the 31st of January, 
inclusive, 19,481 have arrived. •; 

With regard to those who come for purposes of emigration we cannot at pre- 
sent form any probable guess. ^ 

I have &c 

W. M. Somerville, Esq. (signed) Augustas Campbell 



Liverpool, 6 February 1847. 

With reference to the desire expressed by Sir George Grey, that he miglit 
be informed of the precautions taken by the vestrv of the parish of Liverpool, to 
prevent imposition in the cases of application for relief, I beg to stale tliat Mr- 
Austin will, on Tuesday, send up a detailed account to the Poor-law Comrhis- 

sioners, 
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sionei s, of the system which has been proposed by him and adopted by the vestry, 
which will be communicated to the Home Office. 

. In the meantime I beg to inform yon generally that the town has been divided 
into 13 districts, with two relieving officers to each district, who receive applica- 
tions, and visit and investigate each case before relief is granted ; and tliat two 
large sheds with yards have been engaged, in which the able-bodied will be set 
to work. 

The system thus far seems to act favourably ; but in the present state of the 
law with respect to vagrants and the passing of casual poor, it will be very difficult, 
I conceive to remedy the inconvenience that the parish is subjected to. 

If the able-bodied refuse to work, in any numbers, punishment by coraniittal 
will be impracticable. 

If they refuse to return to Ireland it will be impossible to compel them, the 
process by summons being tedious and expensive, and its serving so easily 
evaded, and committal in the numerous cases that might occur being out of the 
question. 

. So that unless some alteration can be made in the law respecting vagrants, and 
the passing of Irish casual poor, I have very little hope of relief from the new 
Irish Poor-law as at present proposed. The Irish poor will continue to be better 
fed in England than in Ireland, will continue therefore to flock here if no restric- 
tions are placed on their immigration, and it will be nearly impossible to send 
them back again. 

Twenty thousand, eight hundred and seventy-three have arrived from the 
13th of January to the 5th of February, inclusive; but I believe that a great 
many have left us, and gone into the interior. 

Apologising for the erroneous designation by which I addressed you, 

I have, &c. 

Sir \V'. M. Somerville, Bart. (signed) Augs. Campbell. 



Sir> ^ Liverpool, 12 Feb. 1847. 

With reference to Sir George Grey’s inquiry as to the number of Irish who 
come to Liverpool with the object of emigrating from the port, I have to state 
that, by a report just now received from the Government agent for emigration, 
dated Feb. 12, it appears that the total emigration, since the 1st of January, has 
been 7,175, the whole of which he says may be considered exclusively Irish. 

The number of arrivals yesterday %vas 790. 

I have, &c. 

Sir W. M. Somerville, Bart. (signed) Augs. Campbell. 



Town. Hail, Liverpool, i6 February 1847. 

I AM requested by tiie Health Committee, appointed by the council of this 
borough, to forward to you herewith a copy of the report of Dr. Duncan, the 
medical officer of health, of the 9th instant ; and to state that the committee will 
immediately put itself in communication with the parish authorities, in order to 
carry out the suggestions of Dr. Duncan for ameliorating the evils reported by 
him. 

I have, &c. 

To the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, (signed) Geo. H. Lawrence, 
Secretary of State, &c. &c. &c. ‘ Mayor. 

London. 



, Liverpool, Rodney-street, 9 Feb. 1847. 

^ received from you a note transmitting a copy of a letter from 
Mr. Phillipps of the Home Office tothe Mayor, respecting the appearance of fevers 
01 a typhoid character in Liverpool, arising from the crowded state of the lodging 
houses occasioned by the influx of Irish poor, which subject you request me to 
report upon for the information of -the Healtli Committee. 

I have consequently been in communication with the medical officers of the 
dispensaries, with the district 'parochial surgeons, the physicians of the fever hos- 
' 93 - C" '' pitai, 



Rev. A . Campbell, 
to Sir W. M. So- 
merville, Bart. 



G. H. Lawrence, 
Esej. to Sir Geo. 
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pilal, ami tlie registrars of deaths throughout the borough ; and I beg to report 
as follows: 

1. That in one district of the town, comprising the eastern portion of Vaux- 
hall and Exchange wards, fever is unusually prevalent, and that this disease also 
prevails, but to a less extent, in Preston-street and Crosshall-street, in the adjoin- 
ing ward (Castle-street). 

2 . That in the other districts of the town, although in some there has been a 
slight increase of fever of late, that increase is not more prevalent than usual at 
this season of the year. 

3. That in the densely populated district in question, comprising about 25,000 
inhabitants, are situated most of the lodging-houses resorted to by the migratory 
Irish; and that it is among’ them and the resident Irish population that fever 
chiefly prevails. 

4. That the epidemic is of a mild character, comparatively few cases assuming 
a typhoid type, and the deaths being remarkably few compared with the number 
of patients aflected. 

In entering more into detail on this subject, I may premise that since the begin- 
ning of August last, when the epidemic dysentery began to decline, fever has 
prevailed in Liverpool to a greater extent than usual ; that in November and 
December there was a decrease in the number of cases, but tliat early in January 
they again increased in number, more particularly in Vauxhall and Exchange 
wards, and that the increase has been progressive up to the present time. 

The fever district I speak of is bounded on the north by Cavendish-street and 
Banastre-street, on the west by Vauxhall road and Johnson-street, on the south 
by Dale-street, and on the east by Byrom-street and Scotland road. 

The following is the number of fever cases in this district attended by the 
North Dispensary : 



In the month of October 


- 


- 


- 129 


„ November 


- 


- 


- 115 


„ December 


- 


- 


- 104 


„ January 1847 - 


- 


- 


- 158 


- „ February 1 to 6 


- 


- 


- 51 



Showing an increase, in January, of 36 per cent, over the average of the preceding 
three months ; of 92 per cent, over the monthly average of six previous years ; 
and of 193 per cent, over January 1846. 

The following are the weekly numbers of the new cases of fever attended in 
this district by the Dispensary and the parish medical officers — viz. : 

Week ending 16 January - - - - ■ 59 

„ 23 January ----- 63 

„ 30 January - - . - - 85 

„ 6 February - - - - 101 

Showing a progressive increase up to the present time. 

The medical attendants of the poor throughout the borough are unanimous in 
describing the fever as being of a mild character, and attended with a low mor- 
tality. The physician in charge of the Fever Hospital informs me, tha tout of 90 
cases in the hospital at present, not more than two or three are “bad cases 
and this opinion is further borne out by the fact, that notwithstanding the 
unusual prevalence of fever, only 55 deaths from that disease have been regis- 
tered in the parish of Liverpool during the first five weeks of the year ; being 
only 17 per cent, more than the average for the same period of four former 
years. 

The deaths from fever in the different wards have been as follows, from 1st 
January to 4th Februaiy, inclusive: 

Scotland ward 
Vauxhall ward 
Exchange ward 
Castle-street ward 
St. Paul’s ward - 
Islington ward - 

Lime- 
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Lime-street ward 
St. Peter’s ward 
Pitt-street ward - 
Great George ward - 
Rodney-street ward 
Abercromby ward 
Fever hospital ward - 

Total - - - 55 

Of this number 15 deaths took place during tlie last week, showing a pro- 
gressive increase of deaths as well as of cases. 

It is a singular circumstance, that in what may be called the South Irish 
district, comprised in Great George and Pitt-street wards, not a single death 
from fever has been registered since the commencement of the year. This district 
^eerns to be less than formerly the resort of the migratory Irish. 

Neither has there been any death from fever in the central Irish district (Thomas- 
street and Atherton-street). 

In tlie extra parochial wards, the deaths from fever have been 11, viz.: 

South Toxteih 3 
North Toxteth 2 

West Derby 5 including four in the Union Fever Hospital. 

Everion 1 

11 

Both the cases and deaths seem to be rather below the average in those four 
wards. 

The different medical officers concur in stating that the great majority of their 
fever patients are Irish, living in crowded lodging-houses, and they ascribe the 
unusual prevalence of tins disease to the over-crowding of these filthy habitations 
in consc<juence of the extraordinary influx of Irish in a state of destitution. In 
this opinion I fully concur. The only statistical information I am able to give 
on this head is the following: — 

Of 22 cases now under treatment in Great George and Pitt-street w-ards, 14 are 
in crowded Irish lodging-houses. 

Of 90 patients in the Fever Hospital not less than 73 are Irish (bom in Ireland) 
leaving only 17 English, Scotch and Welsh, and children born in England of 
Irish parents. 

Of the 73 Irish patients, 30 have been less than three months in Liverpool, and 
51 , or five-sevenths of the whole number, are from Exchange and Vauxhall wards. 

Of five deaths from fever in Lace-street (Exchange ward) during last week, 
three were Irish patients who had been only a few days in the town. In addition 
to these, five others died in Exchange ward last week from other diseases j making 
in all eight deaths in this ward in one week of Irish recently arrived. 

It is important to remember that it is not only by causing fever that the over- 
crowding of destitute persons operates in inducing sickness and mortality. In 
Lace-street alone, which is only 160 yards in length, 36 deaths (including nine 
from fever) occurred between January 1 and February 6, a rate of mortality 
which would sweep off one-fourth of the entire population of the street before the 
end of the year. This street is perhaps the filthiest, most densely peopled, and 
worst-conditioned in the town, and almost exclusively inhabited by Irish. 48 cases 
of fever have been attended there by the Dispensary since the commencement of 
the year; and of 40 fever cases attended in Exchange ward last week by the dis- 
trict parish surgeon, 1 7 were in that street, besides 1 1 more under treatment in the 
Fever Hospital. About 27 cases are now under treatment in Lace-street. I visited 
a cellar there a few days ago, where I found three widows whose husbands had 
died within the last three weeks; two of them recently arrived from Ireland, and 
leaving their widows with eight children to be maintained by the parish of Liver- 
pool. Two of these children were then in the Fever Hospital, and a third was 
apparently sickening from the disease. 

In the Exchange and Vauxhall districts 75 cases of fever are now under treat- 
ment by the parish surgeons alone. 

193- c 2 Should 
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Should the present state of things continue, and the destitute Irish still flock 
into the town as they have hitherto done, there can be little doubt that what we 
now see is only the commencement of the most severe and desolating epidemic 
«hich has visited Liverpool for the last ten years. The disease is still ou the 
increase, and it cannot be expected that it will long maintain its present mild 
charaeter, should nothing be done to arrest its progress. 

With regard to remedial measures, in addition to the exertions which arc being 
made by the parish authorities to provide the really destitute with the necessaries 
of life, 1 beg leave to offer the following suggestions : — 

1. I am not aware \^hether it is possible to put a stop to the influx of Irish 
paupers ; but it would clearly be an act of charity to tliemselves to do so, as well 
as a measure of protection (from sickness and death) to the inhabitants of 
Liverpool. The steam-boat proprietor might possibly be induced to raise the 
fares, as they have recently done in Glasgow, for if not, the effect of this measure 
in Glasgow will probably be to increase the influx into Liverpool; at all events, it 
might be notified in the Irish ports of emlrarkation that if the people choose to 
come here, they do so at the risk of their lives. I do not venture to suggest the 
most effectual remedy of all, i. e. the sending back the surplus already here, 
simply because I am ignorant of the condition of the Irish towns in which thev 
would disembark ; but it is impossible that it can be worse than that of the districts 
of Liverpool in which they necessarily congregate, unless the influx can be checked, 
however this measure would obviously fail of its effect. 

2. I would further suggest that the worst streets, such as Lace-street, &c., with 
the adjoining courts and entries, should be cleansed daily. On Saturday last I 
found the street, particularly the lower part, where fever has chiefly prevailed, 
literally covered witii refuse matter, which, in the present crowded slate of the 
street, accumulates with extraordinary rapidity. 

3. An arrangement might he made with the water companies to turn on the 
water in the infected district daily, in place of three times a week, as at present. 

4. The walls of the rooms and cellars in which fever has occurred should be 
washed with a solution of quick lime. 

5. Notice might be given to the inhabitants that the clothes which have been 
used by fever patients may be washed, free of expense, at the public washhouses 
of the Corporation, a fact of which I find they are ignorant. 

6. The select vestry should be requested to provide additional accommodation 
for fever patients, the present Fever Hospital having been almost constantly full 
for some months past, and a notice to tlmt effect having been addressed to the 
medical practitioners of the town, without any steps being taken to provide 
adequate accommodation ; up to this time cases are still refused admission. 

7. They should also be requested to provide, without delay, additional assist- 
ance to the parochial medical officer of Vauxhall ward, who has at present 
under his charge about 400 pauper patients, a number which it is perfectly itn- 
possible to attend to properly under the present arrangement. 

8. I would also suggest the expediency of putting the inferior lodging-houses, 

as soon as practicable, under the regulations contemplated by the Sanatory Act, 
although 1 doubt the possibility of enforcing such regulations under present 
circumstances. ^ 

Respectfully offering these suggestions for the consideration of the Health 
Committee, 

I am, &c. 

Win. Shuttlervorth, Esq. (signed) W. H. Duncan. 

I own Clerk. 



T u*"’ • . , i'own Hall, Liverpool, 23 Feb. 1847. 

It having been suggested to me that a report which has recently been made to 
rae by the head constable of this borough, touching the enormous influx of Irish 
paupers into Livei-pool, would present some points of interest to your consideration, 
1 take the liberty of sending a copy of it for your perusal. 



Right Hon. Sir G. Grey, Bart. 



I am, &c. 

Geo. H. Zaiorence, 

Mayor. 
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. Watch Office, 16 February 1847. 

In the beginning of the month of December last it was found that an unusual number of 
poor of both sexes, and all ages, were arriving daily by steam vessels from different parts 
of Ireland, and that immediately upon their landing here, they applied to the parish autho- 
rities for relief and subsistence ; in fact, from that moment became a burthen, and entirely 
dependent upon the parochial funds for their support. 

The daily succession of arrivals showed that a general movement from Ireland towards 
Liverpool was going on to an alarming extent, and the streets of this town and suburbs 
became crowded with importunate beggars, presenting a scene so novel and annoying to the 
inhabitants that the greatest possible anxiety was manifested by nearly all ranks as to the 
probable results of so sudden an increase in the pauper population. For some days the 
police force, acting up to their general instractious, took tliose persons found begging in 
the streets to Bridewell, which became so dangerously crowded, and, after all, so ineffectual 
in its opemtion upon the multitude, that such a course was at once abandoned. 

Many reports were circulated of the cause of this influx of strangers ; such as their being 
forced from Ireland, sent over by societies, and many other tales, which induced me to send 
on the 19th of Januuiy two expeiienced and intelligent police constables of the detective 
force of this borouglx to Ireland for the purpose of ascertaining, if possible, the real and 
ostensible cause of emigration. 

These officers travelled thi'ough the counties of Kildare, King’s County, Westmeath, 
Roscommon, Galway, Mayo, and Sligo, mixing with people of different grades, and the 
i-esult of their inquiries may be summed up thus : 

That the potato crop having generally failed, meal and other provisions, being mo re 
sought for than usual, rose in price ; the cow, the pigs, and the poultry could not be fed, and 
were sold to afford the means of procuring food for the family, instead of being applied, as 
heretofore, to the payment of the rent ; the landlord or his agent, perceiving the little stock 
vanishing, and no rent forthcoming, applied for a process of ejectment; an application of 
this sort is known throughout a barony almost as soon as it takes place, and when known, 
the cottier and his family, without hesitation, put everything portable upon their backs, aud 
make their way towards Dublin or some other seaport, determined to reach England, where 
they all luiderstand they will not be allowed to starve ; and those who have reserved a sum 
sufficient to take them to America, in very many instances.determine upon a voyage to that 
country. 

Tlie constables give the names of certain landlords and their agents, who have been 
most pressing upon their tenants, which it would be unwise in me, perhaps, to promulgate ; 
and I will merely say, that on one estate where notices had been served on 1,400 tenants, 
600 only remained to meet the service of process, the remainder having, with their families, 
quitted their homes, and probably by that time their country. 

That 1,100 processes were heard and determined in one week in-oue town, where 5,600 
were said to be still pending, and that one attorney in the same barony had 3,000 defences 
in Iris hand at one time. 

_ The general result of defended causes is the imprisonaxeiit of the defendant, who awaits 
his release by the insolvent debtors’ court, and when free he finds himself and family thrown 
upon the world, without a home or shelter of any kind, and depending upon the resources 
uf^ England aud its poor law, which provides for the supportof all who are forced to become 
suiyects for iis exercise. 

During the progress of the constables through the several counties named, they encoun- 
tered thousands of men, women, and children upon the high roads, moving towards the 
seaside for the purpose of embarkiug for England, most of them begging their way, and all 
apparently in a state of great destitution. 

On the 13th of January I commenced keeping an account of the daily arrivals of the 
pauper population from Ireland by the different steam vessels plying between this port and 
that counti'y, the result of which is, that from that day to the 16th of this month inclusive,, 
being 3o days, 30,039 persons have arrived, giving a daily average of 858 and a fraction. 

I find that on the 9th December last these large arrivals commenced so that, taking the 
same daily average from that period to the 16th instant, making 35 days, the total number of 
persons will amount] to 60,078. It is]necessary I should state to your worship that advantage 
was taken of the circumstance of the times by resident Irish here to obtain relief, by which 
means fraud to a considerable amount was practised ; but on the application of the select 
vestry to the Watch Committee, the assistance of two inspectors and 24 police constables 
were granted, and arrangements completed, so that by a division of the pansh inio sections, 
inc|uiries could be made before relief was granted. 

fhe result of which has be'en a great diminution in tlie expenditure for casual relief. 

By a return with which the Government agent for emigration has kindly furnished me,. 
I, find the number of persons who have emigrated from this port from the 1st December to 
the I3lh instant, is 9,621 ; of those who remain in England, it is found tJiat great numbers, 
principally men, daily quit this town in gangs or parties, taking different routes for the 
interior. 

I beg to hand to your worship herewith a return, showing the daily arrivals from the 
13th January to the 16th February, and another showing the seaports in Ireland from which 
tliey embarked for this place. 

1 regret that in closing this report, I am bound to state to your worship that the nnmbev 
of daily arrivals do not seem to be diminishing. 

I have, &c. 

The Worshipful the Mayor of Liverpool. iJf. M. G. Dowling, h. c. 
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PAPERS:— IRISH PAUPERS IN LIVERPOOL. 



A RETURN of the Number of Passengers arrived in Liverpool from Ireland, from the 
13th January to the 16 th February, both inclusive. 



VESSEL. 


M EN. 


WOMEN. 


CHILDREN. 


TOTAL. 


13 January 






582 


194 


120 


896 


14 








420 


122 


46 


588 


15 




_ 




265 


115 ; 


62 


442 


16 




_ 


_ 


312 


145 


105 


562 


17 




_ 


. j 


1,215 


402 


350 


1,967 


18 




_ 


- i 


206 1 


119 


82 


407 


19 




_ 


_ 


546 


239 


180 


965 


SO 






, 


98 ' 


16 


7 


121 


21 




- 


_ 


646 


328 


172 


ljl46 


22 




- 


- 


208 


75 


26 


809 


23 




. 


_ 


409 


209 


166 


784 


24 




- 


. 


1,026 


442 


410 


1,878 


25 




- 


- 


435 


127 


97 


669 


26 




- 


- 


180 


97 


47 


324 


27 




- 


- ' 


238 


146 


62 


446 


28 




- 


- i 


477 


343 . 


304 


1,124 


29 




- 


- i 


383 


244 


100 


727 


30 


„ 


- 


- : 


608 : 


270 


185 


1,063 


31 


„ 


- 


- ' 


1,216 


615 


447 


2,278 


1 February 


- 


- 


None 


None 


None 


None. 


2 


„ 


- 


- 


624 


265 


188 


1,077 


3 


„ 


- 


- 


531 


268 


154 


953 


4 


„ 


- 


- 


450 


262 


170 


882 


5 


„ 


- 


- 


795 


347 


243 


1,385 


6 


»> 


- 


- 


217 


159 


104 


430 


7 


)> 


- 


- 


1,267 


751 


567 


2,585 


8 




- 


- 


444 


307 


158 


909 


9 


„ 


- 


- 


410 


191 


87 


688 


10 


„ 


- 


- 


383 


143 


71 


597 


11 


„ 


- 


- 


427 


232 


131 


790 


12 


„ 


- 


- 


None 


None 


None - : 


None. 


13 




- 


- 


529 


263 


142 ; 


934 


14 


„ 


- 


- 


817 


399 


190 


1,406 


15 




- 


- 


None 


None 


None 


None. 


16 




■ 


- 


365 


191 


111 


667 




Total 


“ - 




16,729 


8,026 


5,284 


'■ 30,039 



A RETURN of the Seaports in Ireland from which Persons who have arrived in Liverpool 
embarked, from the 13th January to the 16th February 1847, both inclusive. ^ 



PORT. 


MEN. 


WOMEN. 


CHILDREN. 


TOTAL. 


Dublin - - - 

Drogheda 

Dundalk 

Belfast - - - 

Newry - - - 

Coleraine 
Waterford 
Londonderry - 
Sligo - - - 

Cork - 
Port Rush 
Wexford 

Total - - - j 


6,688 
3,933 
1,173 
898 : 
1,439 
47 
295 
449 
1,241 
436 
4 
6 


3,180 

2,289 

449 

277 

505 

10 

145 

251 

750 

188 

2 

30 


1,751 

1,713 

233 

145 

293 

6 

94 

169 

772 

96 

12 1 


11,569 

7,935 

1,855 

1,320 

2,237 

63 

534 

869 

2,763 

720 

36 

138 


16,729 


8,026 


6,284 


30,039 



M. M. Q. Dowling. 
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